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Please note:

- This webinar will be recorded.
- The presentation materials will be made available to you in a follow up email within 48 hours.
- You will be muted during this meeting.

Computer audio not working?
- Select the “Audio” tab on the top left to access the call-in information
- Dial the number provided.
- Enter both the Access Code and your personalized Attendee ID # when prompted.

- Use the Chat Box to communicate with the host, presenters, and your colleagues.
- Be sure to select who you want to talk to from the dropdown menu before sending your
message/question.
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Census & Redistricting
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Senior Associate, Special Projects
National Community Action Partnership
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Agenda:

1. Census Update

2. What is Redistricting and Why Does it Matter
a) The Partnership 2019-2020 Policy Platform

3. Community Action & Creating Fair Districts

4. Resources

5. Questions & Answers
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The Decennial Census
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The Census:

Every 10 years, the United States completes the
Decennial Census. We count ALL people living in the

US on April 1st. Those numbers are then used to:

* Reapportion all 435 Congressional Seats 2020
 Determine where billions of dollars in federal

funding goes

CUmted States®

This process is supposed to ensure fair and equal
representation across the states, but it often doesn’t.
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Recap & Update:

* The “Citizenship Question” was not included

 The Census data collection phase was supposed to
end on July 315, It will now end on 9/30 or 10/31

* The administration’s executive memo directing the
Census Bureau to exclude non-citizens in
redistricting data was struck down.

* Despite the claims that 96.2% of housing units have
been enumerated, we know that is not the case.
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What is Redistricting and Why Does It Matter

Qﬂci'i'oﬁ’

PPPPPPPPPPP




Congressional Representation.

Our country’s government is “of the people, by the people,
for the people.”

We elect representatives to Congress to create and enact
laws, and they work for us. They serve as our voices in the
lawmaking body of the land.
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Gerrymandering:

* Every ten years, each state goes through a redistricting
process. This is most often done using Census data.

 When this is done fairly, district lines are redrawn to
reflect population changes and racial diversity.

 Sometimes, this redistricting process is used as a

pOIiticaI tOOI tO give pOWGF to One pa rty Or the Other. Printed in I\/Iarchh 1812|, tgis political cartoon vlvas drawn
. . . irT re;ction to the newly drawn state senate election
This is called Gerrymandering. it of Souh e rete by e et

candidates of Governor Elbridge Gerry over the

. L . Federalists. The caricature satirizes the bizarre shape of a
* Gerrymandering often has both political and racial district in Essox County, Massachusetts, 2 a dragon ke
. "monster". Federalist newspaper editors and others at
Im pa Cts . the time likened the district shape to a salamander, and
the word gerrymander was a portmanteau of that word

and Governor Gerry's last name.
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How to Identify Gerrymandering:

https://www.nationaljournal.com/s/636757/modern-gerrymanders-10-most-contorted-congressional-districts-maps

These newly drawn congressional districts are among the most contorted in the nation. In some places, their appendages are not much wider than a highway.
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https://www.nationaljournal.com/s/636757/modern-gerrymanders-10-most-contorted-congressional-districts-maps
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The Impact of Gerrymandering:

FIGURE 1

In these four states, the party that won less than half of the votes
won more than half of the seats

Gerrymanders that resulted in minority rule in state legislatures after the 2018 elections

M“ NC- PAER W%

43.1% 51.9% 49.1% 50.9% 48.0% 52.0% 43.4% 51.6%

Ln .
S gt 55.3% 44.7% 54.9%  45.1%

Source: Percentages are authors calculations based on data purchased from Carl Klarner, *State Legislative Election Returns, 1967-2018," available at

Note: This figure combines the 2018 votes for the state House of Representatives and the most recent votes for each state Senate seat. m
httpsy/fwww. amerpolitics.org/ (last accessed Movemnber 2019).
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Why Does it Matter to Us?

* |t’s part of our 2019-2020 Public Policy platform
“Encouraging Civic Engagement that Allows Every
Voice to Be Heard”

» State level redistricting “...voicing opposition to
redistricting maps that disparately impact communities
of color.”

* Federal funding levels & Political Power

CAP POLICY PLATFORM

Supporting Community Services Block Grant (CSBG)
Funding & Reauthorization

Creating an Economy that Works for All with
Sufficient Income for Family Well-Being

Providing Equitable Access to Clean, Affordable
Energy & Infrastructure

Expanding Safe & Affordable Housing

Ensuring High Quality Education & Workforce
Readiness Regardless of Circumstance

Promoting Universal Health & Well-Being

Establishing Structural Equity in the Criminal Justice
System

Protecting Immigrant Community Members

Encouraging Civic Engagement that Allows Every
Voice to Be Heard

Strengthening Community Resilience

https://communityactionpartnership.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/CAP-Policy-Platform-FINAL-Unformatted-1.30.20.pdf
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https://communityactionpartnership.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/CAP-Policy-Platform-FINAL-Unformatted-1.30.20.pdf

Community Action &
Creating Fair Districts
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How Each State Goes About Redistricting:

Congressional

Redistricting Method i

State Legislature :
Subject to governor veto 4 OR

B State Legislature 10
Governor cannot veto P —

Advisory Commission }
% Backup Commission o ur

Redistricting Commission

No Redistricting Currently AZ
(Single District)

Source: CRS compilation, based on information from Ballotpedia and the National Conference of State Legislatures.
Graphic created by Amber Hope Wilhelm, CRS Visual Information Specialist.

Notes: lowa has nonpartisan legislative staff create its redistricting maps but requires legislative approval to enact
them. Montana would use a redistricting commission if it receives an additional House seat.

https://www.everycrsreport.com/reports/R45951.html
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https://www.everycrsreport.com/reports/R45951.html

ldentifying Gerrymandering:

How does your state look?

 The most gerrymandered states in the US are Arkansas, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Maryland, Michigan, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Texas, Utah, West Virginia, and Wisconsin

* Google “Congressional District Map [your state], then click on an
image.

Do any of them look awkward or very disjointed?

* If so, see if you can find an odd district and determine why it was
drawn that way.

* Does it carve up areas based on race or income?
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How You Can Help:

* Help get out the count for the Decennial Census
* Vote!

Register, update your info, and confirm you are registered at vote.gov.

* Educate yourself about redistricting:
e Read up on the redistricting process in your state (state by state one pagers!)

Find out when public redistricting hearings will be held, attend, and advocate for fair
district lines

e Get Involved

Sign up for civic news through the Partnership Civic Engagement google group
Meet your redistricting committee, and/or get to know your state legislator

Find local groups (League of Women Voters, Brennan Center, SPLC, ACLU)that are
working on fair redistricting and connect
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http://www.vote.gov/
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/50-state-guide-redistricting
https://groups.google.com/g/cacivicengagement
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Links and Resources:

Learn About Redistricting:
 The National Conference of State Legislatures
* Get Ready to Redistrict: Seminars for
Practitioners and Others
5 Trends Shaping Redistricting
* Southern Poverty Law Center, Drawing the Line, 5-
part series on the basics and how you can help
* Brennan Center for Justice, Gerrymandering and
Fair Representation
 Ballotpedia
* Loyola Law School’s Professor Justin Levitt’s Guide
to Drawing the Electoral Lines
 What data does your state use to redistrict?
[Census data required, tradition of census data,
census or other datasets]
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Redistricting By the
Numbers

1 10
State legislative districts added = e e
nationwide during redistricting congressional seats

3to18 185

The range of members on Court cases filed challenging
redistricting commissions inthe 13 redrawn district boundaries since

states that use them 2010
8 7,383
States that gained congressional Total state |legislative seats after
seats after reapportionment redistricting
9 and parts of 7 7,838

States required to get federal Total state legislative seats in 1963

approval for redrawn maps



https://www.ncsl.org/research/redistricting/2009-redistricting-commissions-table.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/redistricting/redistrict-seminars-for-practitioners-and-others.aspx
https://www.ncsl.org/research/redistricting/5-trends-shaping-redistricting.aspx
https://www.splcenter.org/20020213/drawing-line
https://www.brennancenter.org/issues/gerrymandering-fair-representation
https://ballotpedia.org/State-by-state_redistricting_procedures
https://redistricting.lls.edu/
https://www.ncsl.org/research/redistricting/redistricting-and-use-of-census-data.aspx
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Upcoming Webinar Series:

Voter Registration and Community Action: Rules, Regulations, and Engagement Strategies
July 16th| Recording

Advocating for Your Community: Effective Strategies for Public Policy Engagement

August 13th| Recording

Census & Redistricting

September 24th | Register it W EBINAR
The Right to Vote: A Short History & Issues for 2020 #Myvo IFGMCI tters
October 22nd | Register Civic Engagement &

Community Action



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OW_2nMURrrc&feature=emb_title
https://communityactionpartnership.com/webinar/advocating-for-your-community/
https://communityactionevents.webex.com/communityactionevents/onstage/g.php?MTID=ea873d5fe19ccc1cc63620a0f93661b3c
https://communityactionevents.webex.com/communityactionevents/onstage/g.php?MTID=e580b32d88d4aecfbbda20a54b7fdc285

Community Action Team:
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Census Staff

Lindsay Marsh, LMarsh@CommunityActionPartnership.com

Lauren Martin, LMartin@CommunityActionPartnership.com

Public Policy Staff

Ryan Gelman, RGelman@CommunityActionPartnership.com

Subject Matter Experts from Center for Community Futures

Jim Masters, JMasters@cencomfut.com

Allen Stansbury, Allen@Stansbury.net
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Questions?
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