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Thank You
to the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities and the
Coalition on Human Needs for developing and sharing
the resources related to this Notice, including this
presentation.
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Administration's Proposal to Redefine
Poverty Thresholds
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The Proposal the
Administration Is Considering
 OMB’s notice seeks comment on changing how the Census
poverty thresholds are updated each year for inflation
 Instead of the “standard” CPI-U, the poverty thresholds would
be updated using the chained CPI (or another, even slowergrowing measure)
 The end result would be lower poverty thresholds; the gap
between the proposal and the current method would start
small, but get bigger each year
 Because the poverty thresholds are the basis for the HHS
poverty guidelines, the change would affect eligibility and
benefits across a broad range of programs (e.g. 100%,
125%, 133%, 175%)
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Proposal Would Have Broad Impacts Across
Health and Other Basic Assistance Programs
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Cuts Under the Proposal Would
Increase Each Year
 For example, by the 10th year, updating the poverty
line using the chained CPI would mean:
– More than 250,000 seniors and people with disabilities
would lose or get less help paying prescription drug costs
– More than 300,000 children would lose Medicaid/CHIP
coverage
– More than 250,000 adults would lose coverage through
Medicaid expansion
– More than 150,000 marketplace consumers would lose
cost-sharing assistance and see higher deductibles; tens of
thousands would lose premium tax credits
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Answering the Administration’s Claim That
the Change Would Improve Accuracy
The poverty line is already less
than what families need to
make ends meet, so lowering it
won’t make it more accurate
• Researchers have identified a
range of problems that make
the poverty line too low
• People just above the poverty
line have high rates of
hardship

The chained CPI may not be a
more accurate measure of
inflation for low-income
households
• Low-income households
spend more of their budgets
on housing, for which costs
have grown rapidly
• Several studies find lowincome households have
experienced higher inflation
than others in recent years
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What Can We Do
 Get engaged and submit a comment!
 NCAF has submitted comments that you can review
and use
 http://bit.ly/NCAFpovertythresholdcomments

 National Partners are working to develop a set of
comments that CAAs and State Associations can use
to submit comment by the due date, Friday, June 21,
2019
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Process and Next Steps
 Comments are due Friday, June 21st
 Unclear whether OMB would undertake any additional
process (e.g. rulemaking) or just issue guidance making
the change
 Things to think about when commenting:
- Give OMB reasons not to change how we measure
poverty – for example, explain why the poverty line is
already too low
- Tell OMB about all the additional analysis and issues it
would need to consider before making any change that
impacts program eligibility
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Three-Pronged Strategy
1. Comments from a diverse set of stakeholders
2. Press/communications strategy
3. Educating/engaging key policymakers on both
sides of the aisle
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Commenting to Oppose a
Shrinking Poverty
Measure
 Submit a comment by Friday, June
21st at Regulations.gov
 Stay tuned for template comment
letter from the National Partners
 Use the Coalition on Human Needs’
guide for crafting detailed, high-quality
comments
– https://www.chn.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/05/PovertyMeasure-Points-for-Comments.pdf

 Send NCAF a copy of submitted
comments (info@ncaf.org)
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Coalition on Human Needs
Guide to Submitting Comments
 Program-specific arguments
relevant to CAAs
–
–
–
–
–

Head Start
LIHEAP
Weatherization
WIOA Youth Training
SNAP

 Arguments about different
inflation measures
 Arguments about needing
better measures of poverty
https://www.chn.org/wp‐content/uploads/2019/05/Poverty‐Measure‐Points‐for‐Comments.pdf
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Who should comment:











Community Action Agencies
State Associations of Community Action Agencies
State CSBG Offices
Researchers
Business leaders
Faith leaders
Labor
Civil rights leaders/organizations
Anti-poverty advocates
You!
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Heavily
Weighed
Negative
Factors

https://www.regulations.gov/comment?
D=OMB-2019-0002-0001
Heavily
Weighed
POSITIVE
Factors
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Questions?
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