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WASHINGTON D.C. – The National Community Action Partnership released today the first National 

Community Action Impact Report: Building Opportunities for All. This unique and comprehensive 

report looks at how Community Action Agencies across the country impact the lives of 15 million people 

each year, creating pathways to prosperity.  

The Community Action Network is robust local force of 1,000 local Community Action Agencies, reaching 

children and families in 99 percent of all U.S. counties. Agencies connect families to approaches that 

help them succeed and promote community-wide solutions to seemingly stubborn challenges in cities, 

suburban, and rural communities. This report outlines the needs families face in today’s uneven 

economy, the reach of Community Action coast to coast, and the impact Community Action has in 

communities every day.  

“This report tells the broad story of Community Action and all of the incredible ways our members are 

making an impact in their local communities,” said Denise Harlow, Chief Executive Officer of the 

National Community Action Partnership. “For 55 years, our network has developed innovative solutions 

to improve family well-being and directly impact and engage local communities.”  

Spotlight stories throughout the report highlight successful initiatives across America relating to jobs, 

asset building, health and well-being, community development, children and families, and housing. One 

spotlight, for example, discusses a successful community project in Clare, Michigan which not only 

created jobs and stimulated the local economy, it brought the community together to preserve a historic 

landmark. Another featured spotlight reviews a Community Action initiative which dramatically reduced 

the wait time to get recovery treatment for Ohioans suffering from addiction.  

“Community Action addresses a number of factors that contribute to poverty, and it does so at the local 

level,” said Harlow. “Our network’s holistic approach to assist families in their journey to economic 

security is inspiring. We believe this report illustrates how their work strengthens lives, improves 

communities, and makes America a better place to live.” 

To access the report, visit www.communityactionpartnership.com/impactreport. 

The National Community Action Partnership’s mission is to ensure the causes and conditions of poverty 

are effectively addressed and to strengthen, promote, represent, and serve the Community Action 

Network.  

The Community Action Promise: Community Action changes people’s lives, embodies the spirit of hope, 

improves communities and makes America a better place to live. We care about the entire community, 

and are dedicated to helping people help themselves and each other.  
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