Supporting Immigrants in a Time of Uncertainty

Mid-Iowa Community Action, Inc.

Mid-Iowa Community Action, Marshalltown, Iowa

Of its 25,178 inhabitants in 1990, less than one percent — 248 — were Hispanic. By 2000, when its
population reached 26,009, nearly 13 percent — 3,265 — were Hispanic
TODAY
27,500+ residents
25% Hispanic (much higher among younger age groups)
50+ Immigrant owned businesses
Over 1,000 recent immigrants from Burma (Myanmar) with an estimated 600 persons under the
age of 18
Neighborhood poverty rates ranging from 10% to 25%
Majority-minority school district

“Vargas had learned about the Iowa city from relatives
who had come around 1990 to detassel corn for the
production of hybrid corn seed. When they heard about
work at the hog processing plant, they stayed. They
were all from the small Mexican town of Villachuato,
which became the source of much of the immigration to
Marshalltown.”

 On Tuesday, December 12, 2006, ICE raided six Swift &

Company meatpacking plants in the Midwestern United
States. "Operation Wagon Train“

 Federal agents raided Swift plants in Hyrum,

Utah; Greeley, Colorado; Marshalltown, Iowa; Grand
Island, Nebraska; Cactus, Texas; and Worthington,
Minnesota. ICE police arrested 1,297 workers and sent
them on buses to federal detention centers. Arrestees
were moved often, and many were quickly transported
outside of their home state. The Denver Federal
Center was a common early destination. Subsequent
prison sites included the Denver Contract Detention
Facility in Aurora, Colorado, the Otero County Detention
Center in New Mexico, and Camp Dodge in Iowa. 99
employees of the Marshalltown Swift plant were arrested.

 Approximately 240 of the 1,297 arrested were ultimately

charged with crimes (in addition to administrative
immigration violations).[ About 65 were charged with
identity theft.

Marshalltown Preparedness Planning
Post Raid 2007-2008
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2017
“Death by a thousand
paper cuts”

Purpose of the Community Response Coalition

The Community Response Coalition has two
overarching goals. The first is to provide timely and
accurate information to the community regarding
heightened immigration enforcement. The second is to
better coordinate the efforts of organizations and
individuals serving and supporting immigrant families.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Date: 5/19/2017
Contact: Jaimie Adkins, Public Information Coordinator
Phone: 641-752-7162, ext. 141
Cell: 641-351-0185
Fax: 641-752-9724
E-mail: jaimie.adkins@micaonline.org
Community Response Coalition Formed to Address Marshall County Needs Regarding Heightened
Immigration Enforcement
Seeks to Coordinate Communication, Service and Support to Families and the Community
MARSHALLTOWN, Iowa – May 19, 2017 – A group of concerned citizens representing organizations from
throughout Marshalltown has begun convening to coordinate responses to the increased potential of Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) detention or deportation. The goals of the coalition are to provide timely and
accurate information to the community and to foster better coordination among organizations and individuals who
serve and support immigrant families.
The threat of heightened immigration enforcement has generated a lot of fear in the community. The coalition seeks
to disseminate information that both dispels misinformation and provides a clear, timely, and unified picture of what
is occurring. The coalition is also working proactively to generate informational pieces for families that delineate
the resources and support available to them so they can effectively navigate crisis situations related to immigration
enforcement.
A coordinated community response helps to ensure that vulnerable members of our community, such as children,
are cared for as soon as possible following deportation or detention. In cases where families have been separated,
children can be left at home or school without a legal guardian. In some situations, the family is left without a
primary wage earner. The coalition is holding meetings to discuss how these families can best connect to
emergency services, and how to inform families of their legal rights so that they can make an emergency plan.
Organizations involved in the effort include Immigrant Allies, Mid-Iowa Community Action (MICA), the
Marshalltown YMCA/YWCA, Marshalltown Community College (MCC), Assault Care Center Extending Shelter and
Support (ACCESS), Child Abuse Prevention Services (CAPS), St. Mary’s Hispanic Ministry

Process for Coalition Members to Determine the Facts Related to Rumors
For more information contact Joa LaVille (immigrantallies@yahoo.com) or Arlene McAtee (arlene@micaonline.org)

1.
Staff, community or family member reports an action or an incident to a Coalition Member (try to make sure your reach
a lead agency member, if possible)
2.
Coalition Member distributes as full a description of the reported incident as possible to the larger membership of the
Coalition
3.
Coalition Members receiving the report of an incident do not share the report outside of membership, but do try to see
if their staff or network have any verifiable information that relate to the reported incident. (Joa and/or Arlene will reach
out to police and statewide network)

4.
Coalition Members share using the “reply all” messaging mechanism if they have or have not seen or received
verifiable evidence of the reported incident. Verifiable information only is shared as fact, though if the rumor is
surfacing in areas where the Member is working, that may be shared in order to show the extent of the rumor’s impact.
5.
It will be assumed it is a rumor and be dealt with accordingly until someone is able to substantiate the action.

Rumor alert to please share. Thanks, Joa
Community Response Coalition

Please be aware that there were some drug arrests made
yesterday, which included the MPD tactical team. This
action started some concerns/rumors that ICE was
conducting a raid. ICE was not involved nor was there
anything immigration-related about this action.
This is not a public announcement but just FYI to Coalition
members, if case you are hearing rumors so you can
reassure families and those in the immigrant community
you know.
Questions should be directed to Chief Tupper. Thank, Joa

THIS INFO IS FYI for the Coalition, not for general distribution through your networks.
This information is being shared/talked about and causing a great deal of anxiety. I don't have
enough info to know how speculative this is; however, as we've discussed, the impact of these
kinds of rumors can be major.
http://www.immigrantjustice.org/index.php/press-releases/trump-plans-massive-raidsimmigrant-communities-starting-mid-september
I think it will be very important for workplaces and education environments who have "if ICE
shows up" policies in place to let affected people know this.

In other news:
--Our JFON Clinic for Tuesday, September 12, 4-7 p.m. will also be a Q & A and DACA renewal
clinic for those who qualify (the the new cancellation rules) by the October 5 deadline. We
think this could be a "zoo" and have no idea what to expect with turn-out so are trying to find
extra volunteers. Anyone who wants to come (and/or share resources that might be
pertinent), please let me know. We could especially use the help of anyone who is a) bilingual
and/or b) familiar with the DACA application. I will try to post an official event about this, but
I figure it will mostly be word-of-mouth. Please share this with your students, families, etc.
I just learned that the Mexican Consulate is scheduled to be at MCC/Dejardin Hall on
Saturday, September 30. Some communities have also tied this to an immigrant
resource/helping fair. This might be a great opportunity for the Coalition to partner to work
on meeting some of the "emergency planning" etc. needs.
I've heard reports just today of two different elementary aged students who went home with
evidence that this news is spreading word-of-mouth with even our young kids: one an 8 year
old adopted Asian boy who asked his mom if he was going to be deported and another little
girl whose friend is Latino crying to her mom that she didn't want her friend to be deported.
-If anyone is wanting to volunteer with La Resistencia (need to be bilingual, I believe they are
2 hour shifts being willing to answer a phone or Google line)...please let me know. I think if
someone wanted to volunteer to try and recruit volunteers, and we could connect that person
with Maria Alcivar, then she could share the information and how it works and then the local
leader could tell the other people (and I could keep recruiting volunteers, and refer them to
the local La Resistencia lead?) Anyone want to try out this role?

URGENT ACTION NEEDED
As you may have heard, an announcement about the fate of DACA is expected on TUESDAY by the
administration, which will very much impact our community, emotionally and economically. Watch
for a local event SOON for those who have questions, once we know what the announcement will be.

1) Join more than 250 people/organizations (& counting) in showing Marshalltown support for the
bipartisan DREAM Act, in a full page ad to be published in Thursday's Times-Republican.

To add your name, email us ASAP how you'd like to be listed no later than Monday (9/4) evening.
If you'd like to give a donation toward the cost of the ad, we're suggesting $5 per name or $10 per
family/business. The names are the priority---the donation (if you choose) can follow whenever, to
anyone on our project team (Joa LaVille, Maria Gonzalez, Eren Sanchez, Tania Fonseca, Veronica
Guevara, Cecilia Martinez, Sister Chris, Sue Martin, Sue Cahill, or Karen Lischer).

This ad will show our community's support to our elected officials, but most importantly show our
immigrant neighbors and youth, who are as Iowan as any other Marshalltown kids, that we stand with
them during this hard time.

2) Act to #SaveDACA by calling our legislators to ask them to advocate for DACA and support the
DREAM ACT: Senator Joni Ernst:515-284-4574 and Senator Charles Grassley:515-288-1145, and your
House member (in Marshalltown it is Rod Blum). Repeat calls are encouraged.

Want more info about DACA or the 2017 DREAM Act? Visit www.immigrantallies.net for info.
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